Observations

PREVALENCE
Of 3,140 patients who attended the department for complaints relating to venereal diseases, 165 (5 3 per cent.) were found to be suffering from granuloma inguinale.
AGE DISTRIBUTION (Table I) 76-4 per cent. of the patients were aged between 20 and 40 years, i.e., the period of maximum sexual activity. (Table II) Most of the patients (67-3 per cent.) were married. Rajam and Rangiah (1954) stated that, in their study of a limited series of early cases, the incubation period varied from 2 weeks to 1 month. Greenblatt, Dienst, Pund, and Torpin (1939) reported an incubation period ranging from 42 to 50 days, but Greenblatt (1943) (Table IV) For various reasons, only fifty sexual partners were available for examination, all of whom were marital partners. In 26 partners (52 per cent.), granuloma inguinale was proved and in six other persons there were ulcers suggestive of the disease but the organisms could not be demonstrated in tissue smears. Eight others showed evidence of other types of venereal disease. Ten others showed no evidence of venereal disease but two of these had not had sexual contact with their marital partners since the onset of their disease, and in four cases the duration of disease in the patients was 2 months or less. Rajam and Rangiah (1954) (6) The presence of the disease in 52 per cent. of fifty marital partners examined, and of suspected infection in a further 12 per cent.
NOMENCLATURE
The "International Classification of Diseases" (WHO, 1967) mentions the names: Granuloma inguinale, Donovanosis, Granuloma pudendi (ulcerating), and Granuloma venereum. The term "Granuloma inguinale", though generally accepted, is unsatisfactory because of the infrequency of the lesion in the inguinal regions. The term "Donovanosis" gives the impression that this is a systemic disease like Leishmaniasis or Filariasis, although systemic cases are rarely seen. We suggest that the term "Granuloma Donovani" may be more acceptable; it prevents criticism by those who doubt the venereal spread of the disease, it perpetuates the name of Donovan (1905) , who first discovered the causative organisms, and it avoids the implication that the lesions are confined to the inguinal regions. 
